
Life does not always give you what you expect. We make plans
and have them destroyed almost every day. Yet, we remain a
people who depend on predictions. We listen daily to the
weather report even though it is often wrong. We read
economic predictions from economists who hardly ever get it
right. We learn that both of these professions depend upon
making multiple predictions so that one of those predictions is
right.

It is better to have safeguards than rely on predictions. It is
better to have insurance than to depend on nothing
happening. It is better to have more gas in the tank than is
absolutely necessary to arrive at the destination. It is better to
have a contingency fund for the unexpected expenses that
can’t be predicted. The lack of these safeguards will eventually
cause crises in our lives.

Jesus told a parable of a man who had a great harvest. He
decided to build bigger barns and take it easy for the rest of his
life. Jesus said that the man would die right away and wouldn’t
get anything out of that harvest. The man did not prepare for his
ultimate future. He could only see what was immediately in front
of him.

People generally don’t prepare to meet Jesus face-to-face.
They prepare for retirement. They prepare for their finances.
They prepare for good health when they may not have one day
of it left.

From the Pastor's Desk
Prentis McGoldrick
Senior Pastor

The VisionThe VisionThe Vision

Many people think that trusting
in Christ is all they need to do to
go to heaven. They are right. But
will Jesus find them faithful when
they go to meet Him face-to-
face? What will happen when
they stand before the
judgement seat of Christ?

I cannot predict what will
happen in anyone’s life. I can tell
people to always be prepared.
Be known as someone who is
always reaching others for Christ.
Then, when the time comes,
you’ll have something to show
your faithfulness.

That being said, think of whom
you will invite to church during
the Christmas season. People are
more likely to take you up on the
invitation during this time of year.
You may be the catalyst that
causes someone to come to
Christ.



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “  13. Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about
those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.
14. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we
who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who
have fallen asleep. 16. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. 17. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever. 18. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.”

In a year when we have seen several of our long-time, faithful pillars of faith in our church “sleep
in death”, it is worth noting that the Bible tells us that we need to be encouraged by the hope
(certainty) that we share in Jesus Christ.  In that same vein we need to be about the business of
encouraging each other in the same hope.  Unbelievers grieve without true hope because they
don't know Christ or His promises. We who are in Christ grieve differently than those who are not.  
Some might say that we grieve partly because we must wait longer to experience the fullness of
that hope that we have in Christ. 

These instructions from Paul serve the larger message of living faithfully now, while still waiting
eagerly for the end times.  When Jesus returns, He will restore all things. We are encouraged to
live knowing that the restoration promised is near and we are warned not to be found
unprepared for His return.
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Paul writes his second letter to the church at
Corinth and gives them encouragement:  “Praise
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.” 2 Cor
1:3-4 In this season of Thanksgiving, it may be hard
for some of us to be thankful for our current
circumstances.  Sometimes life is hard. 

Paul explains further in the chapter that, “this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but
on God.” Where are you having to rely on God in
a new way this month?  Consider God may be
using the struggle to grow your faith.  But you do
not go through the struggle alone.  Your brothers
and sisters in Christ are here to walk alongside you
and help you in the hard times.  We are meant to
be in community.  That is one of the great things
about the church—our joint effort at loving each
other well with the help of the Holy Spirit—”On him
we have set our hope that he will continue to
deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then
many will give thanks on our behalf for the
gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers
of many.”

THANKSGIVING IN THE
MIDST OF TROUBLE
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Enjoy the Netflix of
Bible Study on Us!

We’re excited to give you free access
to RightNow Media, a wonderful

library of video resources for all ages,
from churches and pastors all across

the country, to help you develop and
grow as a disciple of Jesus. For more

information, email the Church Office at
office@mytowncenterchurch.com


