
I know of no one who has been on this earth for very long who hasn’t been hurt by someone. Many
of those hurts stay with us for a very long time. Our attitudes toward those who hurt us often result in
unforgiveness. We know we shouldn’t hold those grudges nor rehearse those hurts, but we cling to
them because we don’t want to let those who hurt us get away with it. We build walls around
ourselves and react to others in ways that don’t reflect our character because of those hurts. We
know we must forgive but we try and say we have forgiven only to forgive again and again. Some of
us declare we have forgiven even though we haven’t. 
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Prentis McGoldrick
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Is forgiveness optional for the Christian? Jesus said
in Matthew 6: 14-15:
Matthew 6:14-15 (ESV) 14  For if you forgive others
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you, 15  but if you do not forgive others
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.

How long will you be held hostage by those who
hurt you? Why do you continue to give them a
victory for the hurts they imposed on you? Maybe
it is because you don’t know how to forgive them.
Isn’t it time that you were set free?
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Do you really think Jesus meant it when He said
that your Father will not forgive you if you do not
forgive others? This is a very misleading statement
if He didn’t mean exactly what it says He says.

I have been training several people who will be
leading groups this summer. They will lead you to
forgive what you probably thought you could
never forgive. You can speak to any one of
them to see if you could be in their group. Their
names are:
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Rick and Christi Stephens
Peggy Hayes
Charlie and Cindy Hurd
Michael and Abby Orwig
Carl and Kathy Gallup
Mike and Cheryl Crossman
Jaryd Lloyd and Rayssa Lauzid
Tom and Tonya Donahue
Mike and Michelle Hall
Jim and Jacque Pratscher
Angela Butler
Jim and Darleen Mastin   
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Go outside our church and look at our facilities through the eyes of a person who is deciding
whether to check us out. What do you see? Do you see paint peeling, mildew on the walls, messy
landscaping, a front sign in disrepair and fading, potholes in the parking lot, fingerprints on the doors
and windows.

Now walk inside and look through the eyes of that same person. Do you see walls that need washing
or painting? Do the restrooms look and smell clean? What about the carpets and floors?  Check out
several spaces. Do these draw you in or do they repel you?

It’s a fact—we only get one chance to make a first impression. For us, a church that wants to reach
more people with the gospel of Jesus Christ, the first impression we project is critical. Not just for
attracting people but also for holding them.

We're talking about first impressions of our facilities. While I know that people should come to church
for the right reasons, never forget that unbelievers are going to act like unbelievers.  Many are not
coming for the right reasons. But they have eyes. Some will have a critical eye for quality; others will
have eyes for aesthetic excellence.  Their first impression will likely determine if they ever make it past
the front doors and get a chance to hear the gospel or if they decide to ever come back.

Now that you’ve checked us over closely, take another step.  We are in constant need of volunteers
to clean, paint, and handle small renovations on a regular and consistent basis. We have way more
work to do here than is possible for our one-person facilities staff to do.  Make great first impressions
part of your own ministry.  Better yet, put a team together and create a group ministry along these
lines.  Give one day of your time each month (or each quarter) just to make our church’s first
impression better?  Why not?

A good first impression doesn’t need to cost a lot of time and money.  Even if it does, remember that
the cost of not making a good first impression is generally much greater.

XP Corner 
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration
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This Spring, the Women in the Word group is looking at I & II Thessalonians on
Wednesday afternoons.  This past week, we read and studied together a verse
from the first chapter that has a richness to it that I want to unpack a little.  We
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (I Thess 1:3) By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have finished
our Winter Shelter Outreach effort—it is definitely a work produced by faith.

We are getting ready for Holy Week, and it is a labor prompted by love.  We will
have services every evening, Monday through Friday at 6pm in addition to
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday Morning Services. (April 13-April 20).  Our
Sanctuary Choir, Orchestra and Musicians will lead us in a special time of
worship on Sunday morning, April 27. And then we will need to have our
endurance inspired by our hope in Jesus ready for all the fun activities and
camps in late Spring and Summer that will lead us into a more mature and
sincere faith.  

Take a deep breath.  All of these events are designed with one thing in mind, to
make our faith in God something that is known everywhere through the power
of the Holy Spirit and to experience the joy that comes from begin faithful to
God’s call on our lives (I Thess 1:8). Begin asking God where He wants your
attention and energy this Summer. All these activities are available for
registration through our church app called Realm.  It is a tool to help us serve
the living and true God this Summer.

WORK, LABOR, AND ENDURANCE 
(FAITH, LOVE, AND HOPE)

JOY Council Meeting
Monday, April 28 at
2:30 pm in Room 56
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John 3:8 
The wind blows wherever it pleases. 

You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going. 

So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.
Just to remind us of the context here, Jesus says these words while
talking with Nicodemus. This is just after the verse where Jesus says,
“You must be born again;” and just few verses before, “For God so
loved the world that…”
As I prepared this article, I thought of these verses. They came to
mind because a lot of things happen each week behind the scenes
—unseen, like the wind—to make each worship service, special
program and concert possible. Each week TLBC members give their
time and talents to the Lord and to His church. Here are just a few of
many examples of what regularly whooshes through your church:
 

many climb ladders and pull necessary digital cables around the
sanctuary…

1.

many organize flower orders and delivery, arrange them on the
platform, carefully choose and display banners throughout the
campus and decorate the Sanctuary for seasonal worship—most
especially for Advent and Holy Week…

2.

several push the church’s 1060 lbs. personal lift into the sanctuary,
set it up and move it all around to replace the burnt-out bulbs,
often 30+ feet in the air…

3.

a few crawls under the platform to trace and repair audio
cables…

4.

many clear the entire platform, including the 750 lbs. grand
piano, to make room for a program or concert—then reset it all
before the next worship service occurs…

5.

several spend hundreds of hours (truly not an exaggeration)
reading manuals and watching training videos to learn how to
operate the sundry software programs and equipment essential
to so much of what happens on a normal Sunday morning…

6.

This is list is not comprehensive. So why do they do it? I believe they
serve quietly, invisibly—like the wind Jesus spoke about—with the
hope that a more impactful display of wind will come, a wind like
that of Acts 2:1-2:

…the day of Pentecost came…suddenly a sound like the blowing of
a violent wind
came from heaven and filled the whole house…and tongues of fire
separated and came to rest on each of them.
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70x7: Adult Summer
Discipleship Series

This summer, we are excited to invite
everyone at Thalia Lynn Baptist Church to
join our Summer Small Groups where we
will be studying 70X7: Finding Peace by
Forgiving Others...and Yourself by Bruce
Wilkinson. We would love for you to be a

part of this enriching 8 session experience.
For more information, email the Church

Office at office@mytowncenterchurch.com


